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Second Empire
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17 Aldersey Street

.r1c Name Adoniram J. Taylor
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicablie)

The property is significant for

A - its representation of a substantial dwelling built in the Prospect
Hill area of Somerville, as an early example of the suburban
residential development characteristic of Somerville. )
C - its style and architectural design representative of the work of )

local—~eraftsmen.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community. :

This house is a fine example of a three story, Second Empire dwelling

built on one of the larger residential lots in the Prospect Hill area,
Although there is a center entrance with a projecting central pavillion the
plan is asymetrical with a side ell that is incorporated into the straight
edged mansard roof. Intact architectural detail includes the paired cornice }
brackets, segmental arched dormers, patterned slate roof, wood block
quoins, and cut glass panels oa the paired entrance doors. There is a full
length, wrap porch with a decorated balustrade and lattice screening on the
side section. In all likelihood, this was added in the early 20th century.
Similar detail is found on the mansard cottage at the rear of the property
which is a converted stable.

S

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.

The property is one of the best examples of a well conserved Second Empire
house on a large double lot in the residential district of Prospect i
Aldersey Street is part of a plan of building lots drawn up for Quincy A.
Vinal in 1868. [ Plan Book 15, Plan 63/64]. Most of the land in this
section of Prospect Hill was owned by the Vinals. This was patt of a
larger parcel conveyed to Ira Hill and Edwin M. Bacon, real estate
investors in 1869. Within two months Hill and Bacon had this house built
and sold to Adoniram J. Taylor, carpenter and house builder. It is
possible that he may have built this house and subsequently purchased it.

It is thought that Taylor was the carpenter who built the Enoch Robinson
House at 36 Atherton Street. The "Round House" is noted for its unusual
round shape and is the only such design in Somerville.
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4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
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Architect Unknown

Exterior wall fabric Clapboard

Outbuildings (describe)

Other features intere‘sting stick work

on front porch add side entrance,

Altered Date
Moved Date
. Lot size: 14,425 sqg.ft.

Over one acre

109

One acre or less

Approximate frontage

Approximate distance of building from street

35°

M:A.Campbell, K.Tuttman,

. Recorded by W.Mulligan,J.Fitzmaurice

Organization

Date

SEP 28 1978

MASS. HIST. COMM.
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7. Original owner (if known) —

Original use

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development XX Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

An unusually elaborate example of the palatial second empire (Mansard)
style with imposing proportions, The exterior fabric is in clapboard
with quoined corners, with decorative slate roof shingles., There is
excellent lattice work on both the front and side porches, It
documents a period of architecture in the development of Somerville,
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early-maps, ete.)

Assessors' Records; Somerville Journal; The Somerville Directory,
W.A. Greenough & Co., Boston, 1883-1885



